
 

 

 

 

July 29, 2026 

 

Steve Carrow 

Supervisor, District 1 

Richland County Board of Supervisors 

<<Delivered Electonically>> 

 

Supervisor Carrow: 

Thank you again for your time the other day.  

We appreciate the open dialogue between our team at Midcontinent Grid Solutions (MGS) and yours in 

Richland County. 

MGS is committed to being a good neighbor in Richland County and across the state of Wisconsin. By 

working together, we can minimize the BECI project’s impact on your community.  

Answers to the questions posed by the board in its March 17th resolution are attached as an addendum to 

this letter. Should any other questions arise, please always feel free to contact me or Alan Ott (alan@mgs-

projects.com).  

Sincerely, 

Brian Radday 

brian@mgs-projects.com  

Director of Community Engagement 

Midcontinent Grid Solutions  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CC: Trish Clements, County Administrator 
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1) A map of eligible, existing transmission line routes for the considered 765 kV transmission line 

Project through Vernon, Crawford, and Richland Counties. 

a) A map of the project area is available at mgs-projects.com/BECI  

b) No line route has been determined. The line routes will be determined and refined through 

feedback received during stakeholder meetings and public open houses which are currently 

scheduled to be held in August and November 2026 in eight counties contained in the study area. 

2) Images of the types of towers that might be used for the transmission line Project in Vernon, 

Crawford and Richland Counties. 

a) A rendering of the guyed-Y is available at mgs-projects.com/BECI.  

3) The range of the heights of these 765 kV transmission towers, in feet. 

a) Towers will average approximately 175 feet above ground across the project. 

4) The range in total easement widths that these 765 kV transmission towers would require in feet. 

a) Typical right-of-way will be approximately 180 feet (90ft on each side from centerline). 

5) The name(s) of the entity or entities that would own the 765 kV transmission line from East of Bell 

Center to the Wisconsin line, of the Vernon, Crawford and Richland County sited portions of the 

765kV/161 kV transmission line. 

a) Midcontinent Grid Solutions will develop and maintain the line from Bell Center through the 

Illinois border. 

6)  The name(s) of the entity or entities that would own the 765 kV transmission line from the Wisconsin 

State line to the termination is the Chicago area. 

a) Commonwealth Edison is developing the Illinois line. 

7)  Estimated date that Transource's 765 kV transmission line application in Wisconsin is expected to the 

proposed to the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 

a) We anticipate filing our Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) with the Public 

Service Commission of Wisconsin in early 2027. 

8) Estimated total 20 year cost to the ratepayers for Transource's "BECI," segment including R>O>E>, 

financing costs and the costs of additional power plants that MISO planning assumes. 

a) The BECI Project is estimated to have a Present Value Revenue Requirement (PVRR) of 

approximately $775 million. As part of the MISO Long Range Transmission Planning (LRTP) 

process, MISO evaluated the costs and benefits of the Tranche 2.1 portfolio and concluded that 

the portfolio provides benefits that exceed its costs. MISO reported a benefit-to-cost ratio of 1.8 

to 3.5 for the MISO Long Range Transmission Planning (LRTP) Tranche 2.1 portfolio. 

In addition, MGS has committed to a return on equity (ROE) cap of 9.8% and an equity 

capitalization cap of 45% during the first 15 years following the project's in-service date. These 

commitments are intended to help moderate transmission revenue requirements and provide cost 

file:///C:/Users/BrianRadday/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/JHYCHN5G/mgs-projects.com/BECI
file:///C:/Users/BrianRadday/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/JHYCHN5G/mgs-projects.com/BECI


certainty for customers. 

 

The BECI Project is a new 765 kV transmission line identified through MISO's regional planning 

process. MISO's planning studies evaluate future resource and load scenarios across the region 

rather than relying on specific proposed generation facilities. Accordingly, MGS does not have 

information regarding any particular future power plants that may ultimately be developed as part 

of the resource assumptions used in MISO's planning analyses. 

9) An estimate of the acreage of additional land required for the 765 kV right of way in Richland County 

by habitat types including forest, agriculture, water ways, and conservation purposes. 

a) No line route has been determined. The line routes will be determined and refined through 

feedback received during stakeholder meetings and public open houses which are currently 

scheduled to be held in August and November 2026 in eight counties contained in the study area. 

10) A list of the "significant economic development benefits" with approximate monetary amounts that 

the 765kV line would deliver to the ratepayer, businesses and local economies Richland County. 

a) MISO estimates that the portfolio of Tranche 2.1 transmission projects in Wisconsin will support 

approximately 4,000–12,000 direct local jobs and generate $800 million to $4.5 billion in total 

economic activity statewide. 

b) MGS is studying the economic impact of the BECI project. This analysis will be developed as the 

project progresses. 

11) Documentation explaining MISO's calculation of a net monetary benefit for Wisconsin residential 

electric customers if the estimated cost of the Project is around $27.50 per month, while returning 

only $10 to $14 per month to ratepayers. 

a) According to the MISO Transmission Expansion Plan (MTEP), the Benefit:Cost ratio for the 

Tranche 2.1 portfolio in Zone 1 ranges from 2.2:1 to 4.9:1, Zone 2 ranges from 2.8:1 to 5.4:1. 

Richland County is on the boundary between Zone 1 and Zone 2.  

12) A list of prior 765kV transmission projects that Transource LLC and its parent companies, have 

already installed with detailed locations. 

a) Transource, AEP, and Evergy have extensive experience developing transmission systems, 

including 765 kV lines. AEP pioneered the modern 765 kV transmission system in the US and has 

operated 765 kV facilities for more than six decades. AEP owns and operates nearly 90% of the 

nation’s 765 kV network with 30 substations across six states, operating more than 2,200 miles of 

765 kV lines. AEP has dedicated teams that develop transmission standards, including 

manufacturing specifications, design requirements, and equipment performance criteria. Internal 

technical staff perform 765 kV engineering and design, including lattice-tower and substation 

design, using established criteria and quality assurance practices. AEP also developed 

comprehensive testing requirements for 765 kV materials, equipment, and construction methods, 

which have helped shape industry standards. 



b) A list of Transource projects is available on the company’s website: 

https://www.transourceenergy.com/projects/ 

c) A list of AEP transmission projects is available on the company’s website: 

https://www.aeptransmission.com/  
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